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Evonik celebrates 50 years of methionine 
production in Antwerp  
 
• Major pillar in Evonik’s global production network for 

MetAMINO® (DL-methionine)  

• Evonik calls for competitive conditions for European 

production sites 

• Investments in efficiency and sustainability 

 

Essen, Germany. As a gateway to the world, the Antwerp (Belgium) 

site has played a major role in Evonik's global methionine 

business for 50 years. Together with the Wesseling site in 

Germany, Antwerp now forms the European pillar of Evonik’s 

global production network for MetAMINO® (DL-methionine), an 

essential amino acid used for animal feed. The specialty chemicals 

company used the anniversary as an opportunity to celebrate and 

an occasion to appeal to EU policymakers. 

 

“The global success story of MetAMINO® began in Antwerp. Key 

production standards were developed here which are the basis for 

our global asset hubs. Today, methionine is essential in modern 

animal husbandry, supporting sustainable animal protein 

production—whether it's poultry, eggs, or milk—helping to feed 

the global population,” said Thomas Wessel, Chief Human 

Resources Officer and Labor Director of Evonik. 

 

To ensure a successful future for European production sites like 

Antwerp, Evonik's management is engaged with industrial 

policymakers. “Industry is the basis of our prosperity in Europe. If 

European production sites are to survive in the face of global 

competition, policymakers must ensure competitive framework 

conditions,” said Johann-Caspar Gammelin, president of Evonik’s 

Nutrition & Care division. This is why Evonik, in February, signed 

the Antwerp Declaration for a European Industrial Deal with more 

than 70 other industry leaders.  

 

Evonik serves growing global feed markets from three world-scale 

production hubs in three different parts of the world: Antwerp, 

Mobile (Alabama, USA), and Singapore. Annual global production 
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capacity for MetAMINO® has reached more than 700,000 metric 

tons.  

 

“Only Evonik has a global production network for methionine for 

animal feeds, ensuring the greatest possible supply security – 

even in uncertain times like today,” said Dr. Gaetano Blanda, head 

of Evonik’s Animal Nutrition business line.  

 

Evonik continuously invests in its methionine production network 

to grow with its customers and to reduce the ecological footprint 

of manufacturing – in Antwerp and globally. Just recently, Evonik 

completed the expansion of its DL-methionine production in 

Singapore, and the backward integration of its methionine 

production at the Mobile plant is underway. Both measures also 

reduce the product-specific CO2 footprint of MetAMINO®, which is 

currently around 35 percent below the industry average. 

 

“As a multi-functional site embedded in the second largest 

chemical cluster worldwide, Evonik Antwerp offers manifold 

opportunities for ecologically efficient operations,” said Ivan 

Pelgrims, general manager of Evonik Antwerpen NV. One example 

is the use of a by-product of methionine to create value for 

another Evonik product, which helps save resources. The site also 

invests in sourcing green energy and in reducing freshwater use. 

 

Antwerp, with its seaport, is the most important chemical site in 

Europe. Evonik predecessor Degussa started operations there in 

the late 1960s and, in 1974, the first production plant for 

MetAMINO® went into operation. In 2006, another methionine 

plant with an annual capacity of 120,000 metric tons followed. 

Today, Evonik Antwerp is one of Evonik's largest multi-functional 

sites, with ten production plants for four divisions: Smart 

Materials, Nutrition & Care, Specialty Additives, and Technology & 

Infrastructure. 

 

MetAMINO® is used in livestock production to feed animals 

healthily, efficiently, and sustainably. With its science-based 

approach, the Animal Nutrition business line of Evonik develops 

products, services and system solutions that help supply a 

growing world population with healthy, high-quality and 
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affordable animal protein. Animal Nutrition is part of Evonik's 

Nutrition & Care division and contributes significantly to the 

profitable growth of Nutrition & Care through its self-financing 

power. 

 

Company information  
Evonik is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. The company is active 
in more than 100 countries around the world and generated sales of €15.3 
billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of €1.66 billion in 2023. Evonik 
goes far beyond chemistry to create innovative, profitable and sustainable 
solutions for customers. About 32,000 employees work together for a common 
purpose: We want to improve life today and tomorrow. 
 
About Nutrition & Care 
The focus of the business of the Nutrition & Care division is on health and quality 
of life. It develops differentiated solutions for active pharmaceutical ingredients, 
medical devices, nutrition for humans and animals, personal care, cosmetics, and 
household cleaning. In these resilient end markets, the division generated sales 
of €3.61 billion in 2023 with more than 5,600 employees.  
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements 
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or 
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. 
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to 
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 


